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Weekends work for April showers

BY LUKE WEIR
luke.wer@ushepastandtimes.com

ASHE COUNTY — If rain put
a damper on any weekend plans
in April, that may be because
it rained every Friday — and
most Saturdays — of the month,
according to data from the Na-
tional Weather Service.

Rain fell over Ashe County Fri-
day, April 5, as well as Saturday,
April 6, NWS data said. Rain
also fell Friday, April 12 through
Monday, April 15, as well as Fri-
day and Saturday, April 19 and

20, according to the NWS.

Sure enough, rain fell on Ashe
County through the morning
and into the afternoon of Friday,
April 26.

Paired with other weekday
drizzle, it rained a little more
than 6.7 inches in Ashe County
during April 2019, according to
NWS data, and the flowers have
already sprung.

Wind storm whisks
trees, power lines

Winds gusting as high as

60 mph caused trees to fall,
downing power lines and
keeping Ashe County emergency
responders busy clearing debris
off of roadways the afternoon of
Friday, April 26 and into Satur-
day, April 27, according to Blue
Ridge Energy and the National
Weather Service.

ANWS high wind warning
was in effect over Ashe County
most of Friday until noon Sat-
urday, due to northwest winds
blowing at 20-30 mph, with
gusts up to 60 mph.

More than 4,200 BRE cus-

tomers were affected by outages
during the wind storm, accord-
ing to BRE Director of Public
Relations Renee Whitener.
Power outages in Ashe
County exceeded 1,000 Blue
Ridge Energy customers
during the 5 p.m. hour Friday,
with that number dropping to
about 225 outages by 6 p.m.,
according to the cooperative’s
online outage map. Five Ashe
County power poles broke in
the wind, and numerous spans

A tree fell on the picnic shelter at Wagoner Baptist
SEE SHOWERS ON PAGE 2  Church during the wind storm April 26 and 27.

Feathering the NEST

Carl and Pear! Hogel golf

foumament raises

money for NEST Aliance

BY IAN TAYLOR
ion.toylor@ushepostondtimes.com

WEST JEFFERSON — Despite

a few consecutive days of poor
weather, it was a bright a sunny
day Saturday, April 27, for the
24th annual Carl and Pearl Ha-
gel Memorial Golf Tournament
at Mountain Aire golf Course.
The curtain-raising tournament
for the course’s seasonal year,
this year’s event helped raise
money for the NEST Alliance.
The tournament featured
two tee-off times of 8:30 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m. with more than
100 entrants between the two.
Players also had a lunch time in
between rounds which featured
food from Smoky Mountain
BBQ. The players were also able
to enter a 50/50 raffle, win door
prizes and participate in small
challenges around the course.
The NEST Alliance is a Chris-
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Quinten Verchick tees off at the 24th Annual Carl and Pearl Hagel Memorial Golf Tournament April 27.

which seeks to help children in
Ashe County through religious
programs as well as provide a
network of personal, material
and financial resources. Accord-
ing to Michelle Dix, something
the NEST Alliance is keen to do

County into a foster communi-
ty. Dix said many children who
enter the foster system end up
leaving Ashe County because
of it, while the NEST Alliance
wants the county to have more
foster families and people who

Mark Hagel, the son of Carl
and Pearl Hagel, said his parents
would be very happy to see what
a tournament named after them
is doing. According to Hagle,
they would love to see what the

SEE GOLF ON PAGE 2

West Jefferson

annexation bill

passes through
Senate

BY IAN TAYLOR
on.foylor@ushepostondtimes.com

WEST JEFFERSON — A bill
set to help West Jefferson passed
through the North Carolina Senate
with a 37-0 vote Thursday, April

SEE BILL ON PAGE 2

Out-of-county

trash burdens

convenience
centers

BY LUKE WEIR
luke. weir@gshepostandfimes.com

ASHE COUNTY — Convenience
centers are perhaps too conve-
nient for out-of-county passersby
with trash to dispose of, accord-
ing to Ashe County Environmen-
tal Services Director Scott Hurley.

SEE TRASH ON PAGE 2

tian non-profit organization moving forward is turn Ashe are willing to support them.
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